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Introduction 


Keeping track of ideas requires more than just a notepad; you 
need a system that can help network between those ideas to 
create highly relatable and rational thoughts just like the 
Brain. 


Fortunately, we are at the tech stage where options are 
available to connect our ideas and bring our dreams to light. 
This concept is the Brain behind the development of Obsidian to 
help create a flexible note management system for both 
personal and commercial use. 


Currently, many note-taking programs are available, and 
chances are you are already using one. 


So why is it worthwhile for you to migrate to Obsidian? 


Is it not just one of those regular note-taking apps? 


How is it any better? What are the benefits, and why should you 
care? 


As we will see in this book, there are so many features that 
clearly distinguish the Obsidian, and quite obvious that the 
details in this guide will serve as a warranty. But before we 
continue, we will need to understand what Obsidian is and 

what makes it different. 


What is Obsidian? 


Obsidian is a unique and highly effective knowledge 
management app. It's built as a “second brain,” a markdown- 
based file reader with tags, plug-ins, and backlinks that can be 
linked to any relevant files in a designated folder or Vault to 
enable users to write, edit and interlink their notes. Your notes 
are kept locally and remotely utilizing iCloud, GitHub, Google 
Drive, and others. 


Markdown is an internet-based system (HTML) designed to 
stand the test of time. 


Originally launched in 2020 by Erica Xu and Shida Li, Obsidian 
reduces the risk of losing ideas and notes and saves you from 
any compatibility issues and data loss in the foreseeable future, 
free of charge. 


Yeah, all for free! (personal use) 


By making it free for personal use, Obsidian has eliminated the 
issue of experimentation. It also does not need you to log in or 
sign up for anything. This implies that your personal information 
won't be shared or sold without your consent. 


As stated earlier, Obsidian uses Markdown files instead of 
conventional note- taking formats, which has the significant 
benefit of making any personal idea future-proof. Your notes 
can be transferred to another editor, and you can easily search 
and open them in plain text. If you switch from Windows to Mac 


ог Linux, there won't be any issues. 


With this App, you can create a personal wiki, which most 
distinguishes it from traditional note-taking systems. This 
powerful tool is suited for a while range of professional fields 
and is an ultimate must-have for anyone serious about 
knowledge management. However, if you're a student, 
professional writer, blogger, designer, programmer, or 
researcher, it's an excellent choice because it gives full 
flexibility and customization control over the notes without any 
monthly subscription fee. 


As a networked note-taking tool, it operates on the principle of 
bi-directional (backlink) connection, which makes taking notes 
incredibly simple. Networked note-taking is the scientifically 
supported premise that creative ideas emerge when they are 
recorded and given the freedom to engage in a networked 
context freely. 


Obsidian simulates the brain's search for arbitrary links across 
stored memories. However, building a concept involves treating 
each note as a separate repository of thought and then 
connecting it to other related thoughts. Because of its ability to 
generate highly comprehensible connections, Obsidian can help 
identify patterns in your notes, which makes it easy to see how 
some of your notes relate to one another in unexpected ways, 
thanks to those patterns. With this, you just created for yourself 
a highly effective “second brain” with total ease. 


Your Obsidian notes are stored locally on your Mac or Windows 
PC. Few people are aware of the implication of cloud storage, 
mobile app-based workflows, and the web ecosystem as it 
grows in popularity. And that isn't good, especially with regard 
to delicate information like blueprints and prototype concepts. 


With a highly effective system, you can install your Obsidian 
App on Mac, Windows, and Linux as a desktop application. 


Obsidian currently has а community of about 70,000 active 
members on Discord and 35,000 on the forum worldwide. So it is 
easy to get answers to any question you may have. The best part 
is you do not have constraints with language as Obsidian App is 
translated into about 22 languages, with more translations 
expected soon. So you can build a huge community of like- 
minded people. 


So why Markdown in the first place? 


The markdown work concept allows Obsidian to easily write 
codes without switching contexts between note-taking 
applications or even IDEs. But does being a markdown-based 
application make it a preferred choice? Why should I even 
consider it? Here are some of the reasons why Markdown is 
worth a trial: 


Simple and Easy to Use 
Bridges the gap between coding and plain text writing 


You can quickly take notes and write some code using Markdown 
without 


Conveniently, employ headers, checkboxes, tables, lists, and 
web links with simple syntax. 


Why use Obsidian App 


Compatibility with a wide range of 

platforms Free and instant 

Fantastic tool for writers to concentrate with a modest 
word count Add and view files, such as Images, PDFs, 
and audio files 

View relationships between notes and objects in graph 
view. References current note in other notes 


Active community that is willing to help anytime 


Obsidian Sync 


Obsidian offers a paid, premium, encrypted sync option, which 
automatically keeps files in sync on mobile devices. Premium 
Obsidian Sync isn't required; it is the most comprehensive 
option for keeping vaults synced across desktop and mobile 
devices. There's an annual fee for commercial use, and they 
also offer a “Catalyst” tier for Obsidian enthusiasts to support 
the team and get early access to new features. However, you 
don't need to pay anything if you use it for note- taking and 
creativity. 


Mobile Apps 


Obsidian also offers mobile apps, available for 105 and Android, 
so that you can access your knowledge management system 
while you don't have access to your computer. The ¡OS version 
works on both iPhone and iPad. 
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However, the core reason for compiling this beginner's guide is 
to give step-by- step, in-depth procedures to use Obsidian for 
optimal productivity. Now that you know what Obsidian is and 
what to expect let's start with the fundamentals. 


Getting Started 
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Even though using Obsidian can be daunting at first, it isn't 
rocket science and can certainly be done with little ease. If you 
follow the processes stated in this guide, you can conveniently 
use the App to enhance your personal and career life while 
increasing productivity. So before we start with details, the first 
step is to install a version compatible with your Operating 
System (Windows, Linux, or Mac), download and start using it. 
We will go through the steps soon, but the best part is that 
you can use Obsidian on your mobile phone as well, click here if 
you are an iPhone user to install via the App Store or here for 
Android Smartphone users. To install it on your computer, click 
here to initiate installation. Once done, you will see the screen 
below: 


After installation, you will need to create a vault. It is a folder 
that stores your notes in the local file system; it can also be 
linked to Dropbox. However, your note can be in separate 
vaults or one single Vault. 


OBSIDIAN 


Open folder as vault 


Create new vault | 
Create 


010 


Open help vault 


Then select “Create new Vault” and follow the instruction that 
will redirect you to the location in the computer, then choose 
where to save the notes. 


Change the vault name if you want, and click on Create. 
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Once done, then you аге good to go. 


Next is to get acquainted with Obsidian's user interface and 
how to navigate around, what every pane and section is for, 
and the relevant shortcuts. 


Interface 


The screenshot below is how your Obsidian interface will look 
after installing and creating your master vault; with this, you 
are ready to start. The left section has details of the commands 
to navigate around Obsidian conveniently. You will see the files, 
folder panel, and section to create your first note. 


No file |5 open 


At its basic, the home screen is quite uncluttered and contains 
four sections. These sections contain the basic commands you 
will need to conveniently take notes and interact effectively 
with the interface. Other extra buttons around the toolbars are 
optional and will be discussed later in this guide. These 
sections include: 


Toolbar 


The essential tools are located at the far left and can be 
hovered over to learn more about them. This section also 
houses the “open graph view”, which would be very useful 
when you have many notes. We will discuss this in detail very 
soon. 


Files/Folders Section 


This part of the application holds the relevant notes taken in the 
App. Additionally, you have buttons for making new files and 
folders. By activating some toggle buttons, you can move files 
into new folders with syntaxes or simply drag and drop. Also, 
you can collapse folders to access the content inside. 


Active document 


This is where you see active notes you are currently working 
on. However, you can create your first note in this blank space 
by pressing Ctrl or CMD +N for new files or Ctrl or CMD + O 
to access an already saved note. 


Links Directory 


You can see every link you created for the current document to 
the right of the interface. You can also make unlinked remarks 


(unlinked mention) on the current note if you don't want to forget 
an idea or comment. 


Below is a screenshot of the different sections of the interface. 
Note, section 4 will only be seen when you click on the 
“Expand” button by the top right. You can also “Collapse” it 
with same button: 


No file is open 


Left-Most Panel (Тор Left) 


El Orsino 


The extreme left pane contains four main icons, as shown in 
the screenshot above: 


Open Quick Switcher 


This section is used to quickly open pages by typing the name 
of the page in the text box, as shown in the screenshot below. 


ШК Notes Beginners Guide Blog Post 
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HOW to Use Obsidlan/Creating a New Page 


to Use Obsican Not Tag 


How to Use Obsidian Obsidian Structure 


Open Graph View 


This will display a graph showing the connections between each 
note/page. Later in this guide, we will go over this in detail. 


Open today's daily note 


Once clicked, it automatically opens the section where you 
need to start inputting your note, with the exact date. See the 


screenshot below: 
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Collapse Panel 


This is used to basically collapse the entire left-most pane. It 
opens the command palette once initiated. 


Save current file 

Follow link under cursor 

Open link under cursor in new tab 
Open link under cursor to the right 
Toggle pin 

Split right 

Split down 

Toggle stacked tabs 

Rename file 


Copy file path 


Copy Obsidian URL 


Export lo POF 


Open current tab in new window 


Left-Most Pane (bottom left) 


There are three other buttons at the bottom left of the left- 
most pane; these include Open Another Vault, Help and 
Settings, respectively, as shown in the screenshot below: 


Open Another Vault 


By clicking on this button, you can access and open up another 
vault when a pop-up window is prompted, like the screenshot 
showing below; you can create a new vault or open already 
existing ones. 


El Orsino 
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As you click on the “Open another vault” icon, it will initiate the 
next window to create a new vault. 
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English 


Help 


The screenshot below shows when you click on the help 
button, which is denoted by a question mark enclosed by a 
circle. This section helps you find your way around Obsidian, 
as the developers carefully document all the functionalities 
and features for easier use. 
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Settings 


With the settings button, you can initiate a lot of settings like 
Setting Up Hotkeys, HTML to Markdown conversion while 
pasting a custom theme, initiating default and external plug- 
ins, changing appearance, and turning On and Off the spell 
check. 


Editor 
Files & Links 
Appearance 
Hotkeys 
About 
Core plugins 


Communi fy plugins 
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Daily notes 
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General 
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Default editing mode 
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Strict line breaks 
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Fold indent 
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There are a few optional buttons, while others are turned on by 
default. Since we will mainly deal with slid buttons in this 
section, it will be best to follow my lead as we synchronize the 
key features with the App. In the settings section, we mostly 
have subsections like the editor, plug-in, file & links, 
Appearance, Hotkeys, About Account, and Third-Party Plug-ins. 
However, below is a step- by-step guide on setting each button. 


Editor 


Screenshots of how the Editor sub-section should be configured: 
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Step 2 
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How to configure the Files & Links sub-section: 
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How to configure Ше Appearance sub-section: 
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Note: For the other sub-sections, І suggest you leave them 
at their default settings. However, you can see updates on 
recent developments via the about sub-section. You can 
personalize the interface of your Obsidian App via the 
Community Themes section. 


Hotkeys 


Here is where you assign commands to keys to 
take specific action. We will get into details 
about it later in the guide: 
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Core Plug-in 


The practically limitless customization choices provided by 
Obsidian play a significant role in its current level of 
popularity. With the help of plug-ins, you can comfortably 
change how the interface looks and integrate other useful 
platforms into your Obsidian App. 


Plug-ins are a vital part of your success with the App, but in 
the vein, it is important to select which you intend to use 
carefully. Understand the functionality and evaluate if you 
need it anyway, depending on your goal. 


That said, core plug-ins are built-in plug-ins that launch as 
default options. To activate Core plug-ins. 


Step 1: Go to the settings section 


Step 2: Select Core Plug-in 


Step 3: Choose your preferred plug-in by toggling the slide 
button off or on. 


Screenshots of how the Core Plug-in sub-section should be 
configured: 
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Important Core Plug-ins to use in your 
Obsidian 


The core plug-ins are built into the program. Additionally, 
there are community- based plug-ins. And they are very handy 
in helping reduce the use of Notepads and stress with 
conventional note-taking systems. 


Daily notes 


Daily notes are an essential component of Obsidian, and they 
are also an essential component that will enhance your efficient 
use of Obsidian. Daily notes are notes you can link to a certain 
day. These notes have a unique naming system where the note's 
name is formed using the date. Because of this, it can be used to 
relate additional notes to this date. Obsidian is aware of every 
note's “backlinks” or all of the other notes in your Vault 
connected to it. The best part is you can automate your notes, 
and we will address that later in this guide. 


Daily notes in Obsidian can also serve as a sort of index to 
many of your other notes. This will generally replace your 
imagined timeline in a Notepad. 


You can activate daily notes under Settings > Core Plug-ins. 


А ИШТЕТ 
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Previous posts 


This is sure your best option if you don't like wasting time. It 
helps you access more notes quickly, especially notes you 
regularly use at any given time. This is the purpose of “starred” 
notes. You can “star” a note after enabling this core plug-in 
from the Settings > Core Plug-ins menu. When a note is starred, 
it becomes immediately accessible from the Star panel on the 
left side ofthe screen. 


Zettelkasten prefixer 


This one has a long name but describes an intriguing system for 
keeping notes organized. You might not need to use it for all 
your notes, but you can use it while creating your note 
(especially a reading note). Obsidian has developed into a 
helpful tool for those who want to have a digital Zettelkasten 
format because of its ability to link notes and clearly show their 
relationships. 


Anyway, let's get back to the reason for discussing this plug-in. 
With the Zettelkasten prefixer, you can do two things: 


It enables you to choose a“prefix” based on a date format for 
your note titles. You can use number combinations like 
202110111506. This is not a complex analysis; it is just a 
combination of the date and time of creating the note using the 
yyyymmddhhmm format. Obsidian automatically adds the 
prefix when you use one to create a note, and you can choose 
to add more to the title. It may not seem like much, but having 
the date in this format has much power. With this illustration, 
you can easily search by date when looking for notes. 


You can, at your discretion, set a template for your note so 
that, when it is created, it has additional data in addition to the 


title prefix. This can speed up the process апа promote 
standardization. 


When you add a new note, the screenshot below shows how 
your default template will show: 
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The prefix is used to give a note title its own identity. Тһе 
screenshot below shows a screen where the plug-in is being 
activated. You simply have to search for it, then toggle the 
slide button to turn it on or off. 


Obsidian already has this plug-in; it does not need to be added 
independently via the community plug-ins. So will then have to 
set up the Zettelkasten prefix as illustrated below: 


[ШИ 


You will need to assign а shortcut to this process, as 
illustrated in the shortcut section on creating a new one. We 
used Opt + 7 on Mac to initiate the process for this 
demonstration. So let's explain what each of these sections 
will do: 


* New file location: This is where you initially save any new notes 
made. However, since our demonstration is empty, we can enter 
the Vault at the highest level. After you create them, you 
manually move them by dragging and dropping them. 


Template file location: You can make each for every note to 
make sure there are unique. You will see those templates in this 
section. Templates are simply markdown files with all the same 
capabilities as markdown files. You can make a simple one with 
templates to add tags. 


Zettel ID format: This is how the number is presented. You can 
still use the YYYMMDDHHmm format. 


To make this simpler to use, you can try some simple changes. It 
will help if you activate a shortcut for initiating a new Zettelkasten 
note. The“Create new Zettelkasten not” function is bound to the 
hotkey as stated below: 
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As I suggested earlier, use Opt + 7; by pressing that, you will 
get an interface in the screenshot below: 


Like many others, using a Zettelksaten prefix on notes is 
advantageous for some vital reason. For example, you can 
quickly make notes using a template without worrying about 
giving it a full title. This is helpful for fast notes that I want to 
make without taking too much time to consider a title. And can 
always return to them in the future. 


Not so many know about this, but below is an approach to 
help sort notes by dates in the title because the Zettelkasten 
prefix depends on the current date and time. Let's say we want 
to use all the files we made around October 2021. We can 
easily file them by typing file: 202110 and seeing all the notes 
created within that date, as shown below in the screenshot. 
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For Community /Third Party Plug-in 


Obsidian gives room for developers outside the platforms team 
to create plug-ins that are compatible with the system. These 
plug-ins are categorized under the Community plug-in. 
However, it might not be as safe as the core plug-ins, and you 
will need to grant access. 


To activate, select“Turn on community plug-in" at the bottom of 
the pop-up window after going to Settings, then Community 
plug-ins to access community plug-ins. 
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After granting access through the opt-in window, you will be 
allowed to search through and choose from many plug-ins. Below 
is a list of some commonly used community plug-ins: 


Advanced Tables Obsidian: A plug-in that helps with formatting 
and manipulating tables. 


Obsidian Underline: Plug-in that helps activate the ctrl or CMD 
+ U shortcut that aids underlining texts and inserts the HTML 
markup. 


Obsidian Calendar Widget: Adds calendar to your 
Obsidian App Obsidian Outliner: Helps manage lists as 

in RoamResearch 

Zotero-Obsidian Integration: This plug-in allows users to 
import and insert bibliographies, notes, citations and PDF 
annotations into their Obsidian App from Zotero 
Raindrop-Obsidian Plug-in: Raindrop.io is a bookmarking 


platform, and this plug-in helps integrate the platform with 
Obsidian. 


Shortcuts / Basic Formatting 


Now that you know the basic information, it will be nice to 
show you some of the shortcuts you might need in the long run 
while using Obsidian. 


Convert to Reading Mode 


Obsidian is automatically on Live Preview Mode. Switch to 
“Editing Mode” by pressing Ctrl or CMD + P to show the 
command palette the choose “Reading Mode.” 


Command Palette 


Save current file 

Follow link under cursor 

Open link under cursor in new pane 
Toggle pin 

split vertically 

Split horizontally 

Edit file title 


Copy file path 


Copy Obsidian URL 


Undo close pane 
Export to PDF 
Navigate back 
Navigate forward 
Open another vault 


Use dark mace 


#5 


Y Enter 


M Y Enter 


Ctrl P will bring up the interface below: 


Create New Note 


To make new notes, press Ctrl or CMD + N. 


Close Window 


To close that note window, use Ctrl or CMD + W. 


Switch Between Notes 


Hold Ctrl or CMD + Alt or OPT + Left/Right direction to move 
between the previous and next note. 


Creating New Internal Links 


By pressing the square bracket “[[“ twice, you can create a new 
internal link 


Obsidian previews an internal link’s content once the cursor 
hovers over it. 


Numbered or Bullet Point while making а list 


Press 1. or - then space to start numbered or bullet list 


For headings 


Press #, then space for heading 1, or 2 ## for heading 2, and 
follow the same pattern for other headings. 


Changing font іп Obsidian 


Follow these steps to change to your desired font in Obsidian 
App: 


Step 1: Select the“Setting” cog 


Step 2: Toggle the “Appearance” section 


Step 3: Look under “Font” in the menu. The interface font, the 
text font, and other fonts can all be changed from here. 


Note: It is possible to adjust the font size from here. 


Adding Footnotes 


If you want to add to your comments without altering your 
workflow, footnotes are your best chance of doing so. Since 
there are not also built-in, you will need to install the “Footnote 
Shortcut” plug-in. 


It will be a markup .txt, looking like this: 


Text with footnote: [^1] 


Hello World 


[ 711: Footnote 


For easy activation, add ^[Foot Note Text] to the end of the text. 


Additionally, footnotes can be added straight into the text by 
doing so: 


This text is a sample. The following text 


A footnote is included in this paragraph. 


(Footnote Text) 


Creating Table on Obsidian 


You can insert tables into text using the “Advance Table” plug- 
in from the community plug-in section. This makes it a lot 
easier to format and edit text that should be in a table. 


After installing, you will need to input the following procedures to 
get a table: 


| Syntax | Description | 


| Book | Pen | 


| Ruler | Marker | 


This will generate a table like the one below: 


Heading 


Description Book 
Pen 
Ruler Marker 


То Bold Texts 


Write your text between two star signs “**” to bold, or Ctrl or 
CMD + B. 


Quotation 


To start a quote, press > then space. \- and space followed by the 
quoter’s name 


Horizontal Line Split 


To initiate a horizontal line split, press minus three times or 
use dashes with no space “—-“and then enter. 


However, if you place three dashes exactly under a text in an 
Obsidian note interface, it will convert to Heading 1. 


Hyperlink 


But for hyperlink link insertion, type Ctrl or CMD + K, enter 
the text in the square bracket, and the hyperlink in the usual 
brackets. 


Graph View 


To initiate the graph view on the note interface, press Ctrl or 
CMD +С 


Opens Quick Switcher (File Browser) 


Pressing Ctrl or CMD + O will initiate a quick file browse. 


Edit Mode/ View Mode Toggle 


To initiate the edit mode, press Ctrl or CMD + E 


Strikethrough text 


To strikethrough text, you need to enclose the sentence with 
“~~” For instance, “~~I love eating rice--. 


Highlighting Text 


To highlight a text, you must enclose the sentence with a 
double “equal to” sign. For instance, “==I love eating гісе= =. 


Underlining Text 


Since Underline isn't built in as default in the App, you will 
need to install it via the community plug-in section, as 
explained in the plug-in section above. After installation, use 
Ctrl or CMD + U to initiate an underline. It might not look 
professional in Markdown, but it sure is the best option at this 
point. 


Code blocks 


Code blocks are helpful for two reasons. First, they prevent your 
editor from compiling the code. Secondly, the code will typically 
be properly highlighted for syntax. 


Use the’ (then type the programming language) followed by some 
codes to insert code. Like 


" HTML 


Add the code here' “ 


Adding checklist 


To add а checklist on Obsidian, use - [ | 


For instance, 


- [ ] Name 


- [ ] Address 


Choosing а Theme 


With all the information you have gotten to this extent, you are 
on the right part to creating your first note. So after 
installation and creating a Vault, the next thing will be to 
choose the best theme for your Obsidian interface. First, you will 
need to decide if you want your App in light or dark mode. To 
choose which theme you want, 


Step 1: Go to the Settings section as shown above 


Step 2: Click on the Appearance sub-section 


Step 3: Use the dropdown menu to choose between the Light and 
Dark theme. 


To customize the present theme further, use the back button to 
go back to the settings section. Then click on the Community 
Themes sub-section. 


Community themes 
Light етее cy Ü 


Та Bun Topaz їнї Yang 


Minimal 


Next, click on Use to apply your preferred theme. Note: some 
themes can only be used for specific theme modes. 


Setting Up Your Folders 


After creating the Vault, the next will be creating folders 
(which are not obligatory). Instead of creating file structures to 
hold your notes, you can use links and backlinks if you think 
there are best. However, to create a folder. 


Step 1: Click on File Explorer, located at the top left corner 


Step 2: Choose New Folder 


Step 3: Customize the name to your preferred choice 


Nofile isopen 


Creating your First Note 
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As a beginner, you have two simple ways to create a new note 
automatically. First, you can go a long way by clicking on the 
File Explorer at the upper left section of the Obsidian interface, 
then selecting the New Note tab or simply pressing CMD or 
Ctrl + N on the keyboard. 


Most importantly, you can create a link via the App or through a 
link 


Next, put choose a name for your note and save it to your 
system's local storage as {Chosen-name.md.} 


After this, then you can start writing your note. You can apply 
nested bullets, headers, lists, bullet points and highlights to 
your texts while formatting. 


New Note Via link 


When working in Obsidian, one of the unique things that can be 
done to create a note, to save you time, is to generate a note via 
a link. It can essentially link to a note that doesn't yet exist. This 
is fantastic when you're working on a note and realize you'll 
need to make another note but don't want to fill it out right 
away. Simply make a new link and give it the name you wish 
to give the new note. 


Sounds complicated? Let's construct an illustration to 
demonstrate how this functions. 


tet fle 


We have a little note up there. 


Let's say that while working on your note, you realize you need to 
make another note. However, you don't want to interrupt what 
I'm doing. What do you do? 

When you are prepared to fill out that new note, you can create 

a new link to a note that doesn't yet exist and activate it. 


The name of the link or note, two open braces (ГО, and two 
closing braces (П) are the order in which links are created іп 
Obsidian. 


test note 1 


Let's create а new note via link 


| am typing a note when | reali 


Want to stop working on my CU 


What do | do? Create a link tog 


test note | 


By doing this, a new note that doesn't already exist is linked. 
Even though the link is in the screenshot above, the note is not 
shown in the note list on the left. This is so that the link may be 
created, which requires clicking on it. 
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The best way to do that is to click the link after switching the 
current note’s edit mode to preview mode. A button that switches 
between preview and edit mode is located on the right side of the 
note’s title bar, as shown in the image above. 

While the preview mode displays the document with the 

specified formatting, the edit mode allows you to write and 
amend the document. 
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Press the toggle switch. Now, your screen ought to resemble the 
one seen above. The toggle button had changed to a pencil 
icon, which, when clicked, returns you to edit mode, and the 
link no longer has braces. Click the note’s link to start a new 
note now. 


The main window апа the notes panel will display your new 
note. Click the pencil icon to modify your new note, then enter 
some content. 


The amazing part is that even if you remove the link from the 
original page, as displayed above, this document will still be 
available. This is a lifesaver for me because І regularly have 
ideas for new notes that І need to write but don't want to stop 
working on the current note. If you have a project where you 
know you need specific notes for components of the project, this 
link strategy also works well. All the necessary documents can 
be linked to a master project page. Simply click the link when 
you are ready to fill out those notes. 


Organizing Notes 


In Obsidian, you may drag and drop your notes into the folder 
of your choice. You drag the note’s title to a folder by clicking 
and holding the note’s title on the left side. 
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Now that we аге done with the Basics; we can address some 
other important actions you can initiate in the Obsidian App. 


How to search for text іп a note 


Searching for things manually can be daunting, even when you 
know the name. But it doesn't have to be, the best course of 
action is normally to check all notes, but that is also very time- 
consuming. 


Let's use Bob Uecher as an example. He has a memorable 
comment regarding knuckleballs. Let's say you need it and 
can't recall the exact statement but still know Uecher made it, 
so this is what comes up when we type “Uec” into Obsidian: 


Nofile is open 


Неге is how we got to what you see on the screenshot: 


Step 1: Click on the “Search” space. 


Step 2: Enter “uec” in the search box. 


Step 3: Choose the match you wish to show the note for from the 
search results. 


Step 4: The text we searched for was highlighted in yellow in 
the note, as you can see. 


Using Note Dates for Quick Search 


Obsidian has the same note-by-date search functionality as 
Evernote. For these searches, Obsidian uses the file dates. 
However, you could access Evernote and modify a note's 
Create date. This was helpful, too, because you might have 
frequently compared a note's creation date to the date on a 
document. At this point, you can use a hotkey in Obsidian to 
identify a note's creation date. 

However, there is a simpler method, which is why we've 
included the prefix Zettelkasten format. 


Imagine that we wanted to look up every note from October 3, 
2021. We need to enter the following into the search bar, 
assuming you prefix all of your note titles with your Zettelkasten 
prefix: 20211003: 


20211003] 


?021.10.03.5un 


- paid 1st installment of ( 
gymnastics team | 
[20211003 2 


Gymnastics Statement]] 


202110030155 Practically Pa... 
20211003 1950 Articles l've г... 
20211003 2000 Collections... 1 


see also: 202110032004 


Unpacking My Library] 


202710032004 Unpacking M... 
202110032028 Aerials Gymn.. 


You can see that my search yields six notes with that date as a 
prefix. A note’s contents can be viewed by clicking on it. 
Notably, one of the matches is the daily entry for October 3, 
2021. The note appears in the list of matched notes even 
though it doesn't have a Zettelkasten prefix since it refers to 
another note that does. 


Note Search with Tags 


You can search notes by tag by prefixing my search with “tag:”. 
If you like, you can include many tags in the search. Let's say 
you wanted to look for any notes with the tags *fbaseball and 
#lists. This is how it appears in your Obsidian Vault: 


tag:baseball tag:lists 
202110031950 Articles I've. 


tags: #reading #1515 


10/6/21) #baseball #obituary 


ЛППЕГШЕС 


Searching for To-do items 


Finally, І can search for tasks based on their status (completed, 
marked as “to- do,” or done, according to Obsidian). Let's say 1 
want to look for any notes from October 2021 that have 
unfinished business. This is how that search appears in 
Obsidian: 


202110181535 Notes on Episode 3 


202110 181535 Notes on E à features to document 


= | | publish on 


|. Creating notes 
[[2021.10.18.Tue]] 


?. Tagging notes 
Creating to-do Items 


|, Searching notes 


Pasted image 20211018154733.png 


## Other ideas 


here is a #baseball tag. 


-[ ]publishon 2021.10.19 Tue 


‹| Update index page with new post 


What is happening is as follows: 


I'm looking for files with the name 202110, which stands for 2021 
(year) and 10 (month). 


I'm also looking for any notes that include tasks that aren't 
finished: task-todo:" 


One note is produced as a result—the one I wrote at the start 
of this piece. The only unfinished work for the month is 
underlined within the note in yellow, and the note's title begins 
with the number 202110. 


Workspaces 


If you're used to using a notepad and pen for note-taking, you 
will understand that it can be hard at times, especially when you 
have to find a stage to keep your Notepad or iPad at eye level 
while working to keep track of your development. 

That is what the workspace feature seeks to resolve. To 
carefully curate and organize your workflow. 


But first, you must activate the plug-in before initiating the 
process. 


To do this, 


Step 1: Go to the Core Plug-in section (Check Core plug-in 
details to understand how to locate it) 


Step 2: Check for Workspaces and click on the slider to turn it 
(Once activated, you will see the “Manage workspaces” button 
added to the left toolbar.) 


Step 3: Click on Exit settings to leave. 


Step 4: You can assign a shortcut to Workspace using the create 
shortcut section. 


Once activated, you can now arrange the views and windows 
you use exactly how you like them and save the arrangement 
as a custom workspace. Refer to the [[Split-view]] section 
above to learn what you can do. You can select the preset 
view by clicking “manage workspaces” when using it again. 


Obiidue A Lait шн 


pria eux 
TT 


Ф| ; 


к тїп ird К [МЇ ac ien wor 
hawt i T " lai 
id irem Che in a CLT rt. ШЙ 


p 


А "TT | | | " 
a Pind [fs nd id Vo ЖОН Milit ү ІІ ТЇШ 
wot РЇП Thé [ГЫЙЫ a Y 
vt ag d ew fo Ac s ht et 


| 
ТЕТІ! 


шшр М ЕНІН тал 


" Fun 
КІЗЕП A CLR їйї 


Common Obsidian Styles 


Here's an explanation of some useful styles and what they are 
used for: 


Editor Mode 


This style is used to review articles and notes. Below is a 
screenshot of how it looks. 
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Research Mode 


This style is suited for brainstorming. Below is a review of how 
the interface looks like: 
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Clean Writer 


As the name implies, clean water is a style that is devoid of 
extra distractions. Used to maintain concentration during in- 
depth content creation 
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А/В Mode 


You can use this style for comparison. It appears handy while 
checking the difference between two versions of the same 
notes. 
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Text Editing 


Though we have highlighted some vital text editing shortcuts 
and basics, It is obvious that formatting texts on Obsidian are 
different from Notepad and other word processors like MS 
word. But the fact remains that you need its rich collection of 
text formatting functionalities, which are mostly available on 
Markdown. 


Obsidian uses Markdown instead for text editing. The markdown 
syntax enables the use of symbols that can be read as text 
formatting within the text. Although it seems difficult, we will 
explain some fundamentals in the section below. 


Testing Text Editing іп С 


# Heading 1 
## Heading 2 
### Heading 3 


**this is bold text** 


"this Is italicized text" 


et tam 
first item 
second item 


third item 


unordered list Item 1 


tem 2 


Heading 1 
Heading 2 


Heading 3 
this is bold text 


this is itaicized text 
Blockquote 


1. first item 


4, Second Item 
3. third item 


» unordered list item 1 
item 2 
| item 3 


The right-hand pane of the above screenshot demonstrates text 
formatting, and the left pane shows how it reflects on 
Markdown writing. It doesn't look so daunting anyways. 


Split View 


As the name suggests, split view lets you open multiple notes 
simultaneously. Obsidian achieves this by dividing the window 
into as many note/graph views as you wish rather than running 
different tabs simultaneously like in other word processing 
programs like Microsoft word. 


To activate the split view, follow the steps below: 


Step 1: You must choose a vertical or horizontal split-screen. 
So go to the top right pane and click on the three dots, choose 
either Split horizontally or vertically. 


Step 2: Choose either a new graph or a note from the option. 


Step 3: Once it opens, you can open a backlink by right- 
clicking on it ([[backlink]]) and tapping “Open in a new pane.” 


Step 3: To choose a note in Graph view, hover your cursor over it 
and then press down Ctrl and click. 


Step 4: You can follow the instructions above to assign a 
shortcut to your Split view. 


The best part is that you can use it in literally any screen size 
and open up to 4 notes without overworking your system ІЛ 
menus. 
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Below is a screenshot of how your screen will look like. 


Note: Given the number of access points Obsidian 
included in their split- view functionality, it is simple to 
overuse and become overwhelmed by it. 


So we will use this chance only to describe the functionality 
and its main applications. Let's begin by comprehending what 
it is and how to use it. 


Why is a split view important? 


The reason for the split view cannot be overemphasized, and 
frequent users of such an option, like programmers, probably 
understand how important it is for idealization. However, here 
are some reasons why you need an Obsidian Split screen. 


Split view is an excellent research tool. Whether you are 
producing new content or making comments on already 
published content, nothing beats having the related notes 
open for quick access to “blocks that can be connected” and 
“quotes that can be cited to add depth and credibility to your 
material.” 


A split view is useful when working with Content Maps. A 
different post that examines more advanced Obsidian concepts 
and applications are necessary to light this meta-note. But for 
now, content maps might be viewed as a homepage for notes 
connected to a larger topic. 


Open a blank note and a split-view of its local graph to see the 
connections you are forming in real-time. This makes it possible 
for you to tell apart connections that lead to notes that have 
already been generated from those that point to notes that have 
yet to be written. 


The split-view might be useful when you create a content mood 
board for ideas or want to review a tired subject. 


Having two pieces of information open in a single interface 
gives a distraction- free working environment when you need to 
examine or compare and contrast them. 


Graph view and Split view are two of Obsidian’s unique features 
that let you address your notes simultaneously. Process 
optimization is the other thing you should be aware of to 
advance in Obsidian. 


How to Import Files 


You can import any kind of file, but as a beginner, we can 
restrict this to the main files you would be working with, which 
include audio, videos, images, and PDFs. However, you must 
confirm that the content is in the vault folder. 

Creating an attachments folder and storing all of your media is 
a common practice. Once your material is in the obsidian 
folder, you can connect to it using the following syntax: 


Importing Images 


There are two ways to import images into your note; first, you 
can drag and drop or use Markdown syntax. The following image 
file formats can be imported into your Obsidian note: PNG, JPG, 
JPEG, GIF, BMP, and SVG 


Drag the image into the note interface 


Once you drag and drop, Obsidian automatically puts the 
imported file in the attachment folder. But І suggest you create 
a folder to make your note idea easy to comprehend and less 
clumsy. 


Below is a step-by-step process on how to drag and drop your 
image 


Step 1: Add a pane with the same note in preview mode after 
opening your note in edit mode. 


Step 2: Open an image in your local file storage 


Step 3: Drag the image into the edit mode of the note 


Step 4: As seen in the screenshot below, the preview pane 
should display the image, while the edit mode pane should 
display the markdown image syntax. 


Importing Photog 
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Use Markdown syntax 


The best part of using Obsidian is that the syntaxes are pretty 
simple to memorize. So if you want to add an image file with 
the file format at the end. Let 's say you want to add an image 
saved with Bexy saved in jpg; you will need to put the syntax 
like this, [Image](Bexy. jpg) 


To adjust the file size, you can type the dimension in pixels into 
an open and closed bracket “().” 


Importing Audio and Videos 


Obsidian allows you to also import videos and audio by dragging 
and dropping into the note interface; you just need to drag into 
the edit mode and then see the result in the preview pane, as 
shown in the screenshot below. For audio, the compatible file 
formats include, Mp3, WebM, WAV, M4a, Ogg, Зар, and FLAC; 
on the other hand, video files include, Mp4, WebM, and оду. 
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Importing PDFs 


The procedure seems almost the same with all the media files 
but tends to be slightly different with PDF files. Since PDFs 
cannot be physically included in the notes, so they will have to 
appear as attachments. This means that you will not see your 
actual PDF file but a preview of the title of your file in preview 
mode. 


You will see a box with an arrow on the bottom left. On hovering 
the cursor over it, you will see a notification, Open in Default 
App. Once you click, your PDF file will automatically open with 
your computer's default PDF reader. 


( 
Open in default app 
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Knowledge Graph 


Anytime you press CTRL + G, Obsidian's graph will take the 
place of your active note. The graph visually displays the 
connections and tags among your notes, assisting you in 
discovering relationships between notes you weren't 
previously aware of. 


Using knowledge graphs is an excellent way to see how the 
different notes in your Vault are connected. When first using 
Obsidian, this might not seem like a big deal. Тһе knowledge 
graph will reveal more and more linkages, some of which may 
not be immediately obvious, as you add more and more notes 
and backlinks to link information together. 


There are two tiers of the graph view: local and global. The 
connections to the note you are working on are displayed in 
the Local Graph view. The Global Graph view displays a map of 
all of your notes. 


By selecting “Open Local Graph” from the menu button (three 
dots) in the top right corner of the Note Pane, you can access 
the Local Graph from within a note. 


The left toolbar contains the Global Graph button. When an 
“Open graph view” callout displays, hover over it. 


Graph view 
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Filtering Knowledge Graphs 


Filtering the Knowledge Graph is very straightforward, but you 
will have to do it with respect to the criteria below: 


It can be used to specify the word count 

in the note. To identify if the note 

contains tags or not 

If there are attachments or 

not Whether or not the note is 

tagged 

To specify which notes are existing files, not just links 


If the note is a standalone file with no backlinks to other notes 


These features are activated once you toggle the on and off 
button 


X Graph view 
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Attachments 


Existing files only 


Orphans 


» Display 


» Forces Exter 


Graph View Details 


The graph view is a dynamic representation of your notes and the 
relationships among them. It depicts the organization of your 
notes as a hub and spoke design. Larger hubs represent more 
connected notes. 


You can drag a node around the screen while holding the 
mouse button to see your collection of notes behave like a 
microscopic creature, or you can click on a node to view the 
note. 


Hovering over nodes will highlight any nearby connections. You 
can enlarge and reduce the view by using the mouse scroll 
wheel or the pinch gesture on your mouse pad. 


It gets more complicated the more you connect and record. 
The graph of each individual is distinct, as it should be. 


However, it can be accessed on both a local and global level. 
The connections to the current note you are working on are 
shown in the Local Graph view. The Global Graph view displays 
a map of all of your notes. 


(іл A at of шіт 


Ты, bar 1 а релна med. aby i П 
ПЕК тй тей Кім Kat Прат са рей 


ы іы 
"sspe Pr М | 
j їй ЖИН 
ШК ЕП ЇЇ OR T PORE ШИП ЇЇ ТИШ CAI И 


кй тй dran (ham rd i i n ds E3 
рг ІТ odo у КПП DOR, КҮЛШЕ 
a 


А ТІ 1 1 i ттүү, 
TET Ж, ВАШИ, 11а | ШЕЛЛИ И da ШЙ ШЕ, їй 


TW FL RT TRI 
v ah I тЇ сеет, Yeu can 


did шік 


|! T T, 
ї Dr ЙЛ ЇЇ V 
UT IU da 


A LN 
i iph dii alcun ЇЇ ШЇЇ 


L Jf " a n y malla д 1 
pn, ШЙ view mage your entire collection ol nol 


uy m 


ТАСИ hil Y lar hun И Th: " 


{na TOD PP COIT i ihi Me Pan i ІНІ 


ТИЛИШЕТ Cdi | р RT 


i ир! " 
ШШЕ ПШ ИШ ИП ПИЧ ЇН E uber Mou gu Mrs] 


Шеті тр beled к 


Drilling down 


The graph view gives you more precise control over your 
display, whether you select the Local or Global option. Let's 
discuss what they do and, more importantly, how you can 
benefit from using them. 


A floating window containing tool options will appear in the 
top left corner when you open the graph view. Obsidian version 
0.9.11 currently has three main controls: Forces, Display, and 
Filters. They are dropdown menus that cover the applicable 
controls. It goes like this: 


Filters 


Filters are one of the most effective tools for generating 
insights inside your collection since it lets you play with the 
breadth and depth of the links between notes. 


A few different options from the Local and Global views are 
displayed via the Filters option. We’ll talk about them all. 


| 1 = i 
ӨЛЕ 2 ЖШТ 


ERU | — 
mne ria maro Cd aur 
| | 
НЕ ЇЧ ШЙ. T a dfi 
ығ | 1 | 
ІҢ LAO ЛӨ ТГ) |І 
Бата Е тте 0 ml 
i 
[ | 
NE JE 18] 
[ad DETROIT 
ah LE | 
nier los Poem ЛЕ pares t 
hoy Л ТЛ nan H 
ШЇЇ Di ORTI ШЇЇ 
1 | 
pano wea ШЕ red tha Tret ariile 
B niu 3T 
Hs P od ug wh po ri 
| 1 ТІ his i 
ЇЇ iih ог hi Diego in 


а ba lid Th 
alarm hi This 
ПҮЛІШ) 


an dii 
їкї yox pana you ШИШЕ ol 
ill 

hl ac, wl ооа on bae 
ting 

mag y |! ПІШІН! ІН 


"РА Г ! 
МК П LEN 


ШИ ШЙ 


үй МЇ (ШИ 
ҮШІ, 
fau iN noy. ТЇЙ ГӨШ ПШ 
КЕШЕГЕ ГИН. An nerd 
ИШ ҮШ ЖШ ВИ 
ЕТ ШЕН or nonis dnd ИН 
т ИНЕП ШЕ m 
ШЕШЕН ШШШ ТП 

Жн ШЕШШ ER LO LE 


{нт ane arua ий! 
TEES! TR ATIE ҮШ АТАА 


Graph view 
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Common Filters 


Search 


At the top of the menu is “Search”, which allows you to filter 
down to notes containing the search term. 


This has many other use cases, too; a powerful example is to use 
it to search for any missed mentions within notes than can be 
shepherded into the cluster using backlinks. Another suggestion 
would be to create easy copy-paste Content Maps. 


Standard Toggles 


Common toggles allow you to show or hide Tags, Attachments 
and Existing Files only. That last option mentioned above 
excludes empty or placeholder notes generated when you 
create a backlink to a note that does not exist yet or has no 
content. 


Global Graph Extras 


Orphans 


This toggle points to standalone notes that do not connect to 
the rest of your collection. 


This presents a good opportunity to review them. Decide if 
they have a connection that needs to be made manually through 
backlinks or if they are the beginning of a new node where 
related thoughts and ideas are yet to be recorded. 


Local Graph Extras 


Depth 


This slider control lets you decide what level of separation 
from your current note you want to see. 


If you are working on a tight article on a narrow subject, then 
you would not go beyond the first level of connection. Still, if 
you are doing free-form research or fishing for ideas, you will 
slide over to the 2па, 3rd or even 4th level of connections to 
see if there are distantly related topics that spark your brain. 


External and Internal Links 


These toggles let you view the nature of the connection 
between the related notes. Combine this with the “Arrows” 
toggle under Display settings, and the relationship becomes 
clearer. 


One example of where this is useful is in establishing topics 
where there is a linear flow of logic or a cause-effect 
relationship between concepts. 


Interlinks 


This can be turned on to reveal if the disparate topics within the 
Local Graph are interlinked. 


Display 


As the name suggests, this collection of tools allows you to 
control how the visualization looks. 


This includes the “Arrows” toggle, which displays the direction 
in which the notes are linked. If they are bi-directional links, 
then you see a double-headed arrow. 


“Text Fade Threshold” allows you control over text visibility 
when you zoom in or out 


“Node size” and “Link thickness” sliders are obvious labels and 
need only minor experimentation before you decide what suits 
your needs 


Forces 


Force is a collection of tools that allows you to control how the 
visualization behaves as an object with physical properties. 


It assigns gravity and elasticity to the Nodes and Links. While 
it is fun to play with, it might be hard to get a functional use 
for them now. 


Using YAML in your Obsidian App 


YAML is an acronym that means “Yet another markup 
language.” However, it can be used to add metadata to an 
Obsidian note. This data might be aliases or simple tags. 
Because YAML is concealed in notes, you can add much 
information to the markup without cluttering your notes. 


This is what a YAML looks like in an Obsidian note: 


alias: [Top 10 Obsidian blueprint,why Obsidian is the best] 


tags: [note,image] 


If you have correctly inserted the YAML into your notes, the 
dashes will change color (by default, they are green). 


Obsidian, by default, accepts the YAML files listed below in this 
order: 


alias \tags \cssclass 


More YAML metadata can be added, but Obsidian does not 
natively support it. However, this can still be useful if you’re 
utilizing plug-ins like Dataview. 


How to embed pages in 
Obsidian? 


While using Obsidian, you will understand that really; it is 
important to have a feature like page embedding because of its 
role in ensuring the ideas are organized with the right 
connection since it helps you see all the pages in one. This 
means that once the content on the original page is updated, it 
gets updated anywhere else it is embedded. 


You can link to other pages or blocks around the Obsidian App. 
And you might even have other unique applications. 


If you want to link a single page, use the: 


ІПРаде Name]] 


Also, if you want to embed just a paragraph, you can use the 
same syntax, but you’ll need to include the “7” symbol after 
the page name like so: 


ІПРаде Name” block to link to]] 


Also, you can link headings as well as the contents therein. To 
that, type: 


ІПРаде Name#heading to link toll] 


Queries and Search 


You can use queries to search your Vault for several notes that 
meet a given set of requirements. This is useful if you want to 
make a hub for particular notes. You might tag all notes 
derived from videos, for instance, and then query your Vault to 
display only the notes from a particular creator: 


If T import the syntax below in my Vault, this will show notes 
on Images created by Ben Jonas 


“ex query 


#images + Ben Jonas 


Search 


Similarly, if you want to search through previous notes in your 
Vault, you can do this by using these steps. 


On the keyboard, use the shortcuts Ctrl+Shift+F for Windows 
or Cmd+Shift+F for Mac. Alternatively, select the File 
Explorer tab and click the “Search” button 


іп the upper left corner. 


Links, Tags, апа Backlinks 


One of the strengths of Obsidian is its powerful implementation 
of linking. Тһе most basic way to link in Obsidian is the wiki- 
style link. This is an in-text link to another page in your obsidian 
vault. You can achieve this by using square brackets like so: 
[[Page Link]] 


MIND 


You can also link to specific blocks by adding a symbol 
after your page name, like so: [Раде Link” block to link to]]. 
When you do this, Obsidian will bring up a context menu to 
assist you in choosing the correct block in your document. You 
can link to other pages in your obsidian vault, or you can use 
this to link to blocks in the current document. This helps create 
page content for large documents. 


You can also link to specific heading by doing this [[Page 
Link#The Heading]]. However, you can include a plain link at 
each stage, which, when hovered over, shows a preview. 
Alternatively, you might embed it by prefixing it with 41” 
so will add the pertinent extract to your existing note. 


Doing 


We already know how to create new notes via a link, but you can 
also create: 


Backlinks to specific headers inside a specific 
document Backlinks to other documents 


External links 


These link syntaxes аге initiated іп the Edit Mode. However, 
the Preview Mode shows how they will appear in your note. 


Internal Links 


By starting a new note and including the title inside double 
brackets, you can link to an earlier one. However, one of 
Obsidian’s superpowers allows you to create links to notes that 
do not yet exist. If a note with that name doesn't already exist 
when you attempt to open a sentence enclosed in double 
brackets, Obsidian will create it. 


Obsidian works exactly like any other note-taking tool, but it 
also allows you to link your notes using the equivalent of 
wikilinks by enclosing them in double square brackets. 


My first note 


Lets see how Obsidian can help us organize our thoughts. 


MUO notés 


My frst not 


lt enables us to create by enclosing words or phrases 
in double brackets, 


You сап use aliases to change how links look while previewing а 
note. For that, insert the pipe character (|) right after your link, 
followed by the alternative text. 


My first note 


Lets вае how Obsidian can help us organize ur thoughts. 
MUO notes 
ТТ кф us lo create by enclosing words d 


phrases in double brackets 


н We can also use alasas that simplify how appear in review 
mode, or When exporting to other formats, 


н You Can define an alas by adding a "pipe" character after the link 
followed by the text you want to show up instead 
бї example, both of the above links lead to the same nòte. 


For styling your notes with headings, quotations, and other 
elements, use Obsidian's full markdown syntax support. Use the 
normal CTRL + E key sequence to switch between editing and 
preview mode at any time. This is especially helpful if you want 
to see a sample of your note in Office, Google Docs, or even 
WordPress after exporting it. 


Backlinks 


Backlinks are connections between notes that lead to other 
notes in your Vault. As you link to more notes, everything that 
connects back to the active note is displayed in the Backlinks 
window on the right sidebar. 


The fact that Obsidian can identify occurrences of a note's name 
even when they aren't actual links is yet another fantastic 
feature. In the Backlinks window, you may search for everything 
that has anything to do with the active note. Backlinks are 
important for two of these reasons: 


Easy access to relevant content 


Knowledge Graph visualization of the links between notes 


However, below is an explanation of how to backlink in Obsidian. 


Step 1: Open the note in which you want to create the backlink. 


Backlinks m Obsidian 
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Step 2: Туре two open braces to bring up to note selector апа 
select your note from the list 


Late create a backlink to another els Create à DacKlink to another page. 


раде 


To learn how to edit text, check out my 
(11 page. 
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Backlinks in Obsidian 
Testing Text Editing In Obsidian 
test note | 


How to Use Portals in RemNote 


Getting Started in Obsidian 


Obsidian Notes Beginner's Guide Blog Post 
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Step 3: Your backlink will now be created 
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But what if you want to create a link to a specific section of 
another note? Obsidian supports this as well. 


Tags 


You can also use tags to organize your notes. However, unlike 
most note-taking solutions, Obsidian follows the Twitter 
approach: you can type your tags anywhere you wish. 


Some prefer keeping their tags separate from the “main” text, 
adding them all on a single line. Others find including them in 
the text “more organic”. 


MUD notes 
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My first note 


Lets see ШИП can heip us organize our thoughts, 


It enables us to create by enclosing words or 
phrases In ШЕКЕ 

We сал aleo uè aliases that simply ho 

appear in preview mode, or when exporting to other formats 

You can define an alas by adding à "pipe" character after Ihe Ink, tolowad 
by the text you want to show up instead, 


In this example, Bath of the above links lead to the same note 


can also help as an extra way to create links between notes and 
classify information, 


Thus, both of the following approaches are valid: 


#muo #note #obsidian 


This is my first #note in #obsidian, thanks #muo! 


Scanning documents into Obsidian 


Earlier, we discussed importing and embedding files; this 
section will discuss how to scan documents and use them in your 
Obsidian App. For this practice, we will be using Fujitsu 
ScanSnap 513001. This process is compatible with most new- 
age scanning applications; however, this allows you to scan 
directly into a vault. Below are the procedures to activate the 
process: 


Step 1: Adjust the configuration 


First, you must adjust the application configuration to scan the 
folder. Check the screenshot to see: 


0 
StanSna 


Color image Scanner 
-Use Quick Menu Profle 
капа ЕСЕ EA 


Select the application you would like to use, 


Application; Scan to Folder 


Application Settings... 


Step 2: Save 


Set up the scanner to save directly into the “ attachments” 
folder. This folder should have been made in the Obsidian 
Vault. 


ScanSnap 


Color image Scanner 


-Use Quick Menu Profle 
Recommended тї | HghQualy — | Seanto Folder 


Specify the folder and file name format you would like to usa, 


Image saving folder. 
Users amietrlLibranyMobile Documents Cloud-má-obsidian[Docur 


File Name Format... 


ЛД ei: name forma 


Then choose the file name format, and choose the 
YYYYmmddhhmmss format. Zettelkasten format is mostly 
perfect for prefixing note names. If you often conduct date 
searches or think date searches are the best fit to identify your 
raw file in Obsidian, then you might have to take this route. 


Step 3: Choose Ше options 


Note: the scanner automatically sets the file format to PDF, but 
you can choose a preferred file option in the file format section. 
Select the convert to searchable PDF checklist. 


Currently, Obsidian does not support PDF search, but it is 
possible to get that update very soon, at least as a Community 
Plug-in, even though not in the core plug-in section. 


0 
ScanSnap 


Color image Scanner 


Use Quick Menu Profile 
Recommended Small File High Quality | Scan to Folder 8 


Specify the file options you would like to use, 


Fieformat: POF (“pdf 
Select OCR 
| Set the marked text as a keyword for the PDF file 
Target marked sections: © First marked section All marked sections 
Convert to Searchable PDF 
OCR options 
Language: El Engish 
Target pages: | First page 0 All pages 


? Option... 


After making these adjustments, set up the document оп the 
scanner and push the blue scan button to scan it into Obsidian. 
The PDF file is automatically saved in the attachments folder 
in my Vault after the document has been scanned. 


Step 4: Making a Note on the PDF 


At this point, you can: 


Give the PDF a practical name that you easily locate in the Vault. 


To “contain” the PDF, you can make a structured note in 
Obsidian. This is so you can link the note with the PDF by using 
the metadata (tags, etc.) in the note. That makes it simple to 
refer to the document with the prepared note containing a 
transcluded note link to the PDF file. 
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Below is Jamie Todd’s Covid-19 immunization card. The file 
house a structured note linked to the scanned PDF. However, 
in the screenshot is how the PDF shows in both preview and 
edit modes: 


Including the scanned paper in a structured note may seem 
unnecessary, but by doing so, you сап add tags and other 
components to the document that you couldn't add to a basic 
PDF. 


How to Secure your Ideas and Notes in 
Obsidian 


While working with data, security is an essential factor to 
consider. And to this effect, we will work with an onion layer 
approach to securing your Obsidian files. However, just every 
pro has a con; each technique by itself is not ideal. But when 
taken together, they surely will give a high sense of security and 
comfort sufficient to not worry about anything. 


On that note, we will express these layers of data security in 
Obsidian: data encryption, digital access, and physical 
access. The diagram below shows a system of how the onion 
data security approach looks like. However, we will like to 
start with physical access. 


Physical 
access 


Digital access 


Data 
encryption 


Obsidian Data 


Securing physical data access оп 
Obsidian 


One of its main selling points is that data is stored locally by 
default in Obsidian. That means that you have all your notes 
perfectly stored on your laptop, desktop or mobile in your office 
or house. 


If someone needs access to your computer, they also need 
access to your office or your phone; they will need to enter 
your house first or office first. And that is with your physical 
permission. The “physical access” layer in the graphic above 
serves as an illustration of this. The residence on the right side 
stands in for physical access to your Obsidian data. 


Physical access to your notes is currently the same in both 
situations. To get to your laptop or phone, someone needs to 
get access from you. However, it is important to note that you 
occasionally overhear arguments against the digital storage of 
particular sorts of data. This makes complete sense. Everyone 
must establish their level of comfort. However, locally stored 
data are almost identical to taking your note on a jotter because 
you are 100% in control of the security (physical security). 


There may be several layers of physical security in and of itself. 
Create a highly inaccessible lock to the 


office door Install a good lock for the 


house door 


For extra security set up and alarm system (АП this for sensitive 
information). 


Long before Obsidian, when most people's files were on paper 
and kept in a filing cabinet, most people didn't have to worry 
about data security. That makes Obsidian one of the best 
options because your data is stored locally on your computer. 
This approach has almost the same level of security as the 
physical type. 


Securing digital data access on 
Obsidian 


But suppose someone could get past the physical security 
barrier and take a seat in front of a computer or flash drive 
where the Vault is stored. Digital access to your Obsidian data 
would be protected by the second layer of the onion, which 
goes on now. 


A person would first need to be able to sign into the flash drive 
using a password that has access to the Vault to access the 
Obsidian notes. That essentially means that a password is 
required to sign into a computer. It is best to have a unique 
password for each account. One password can only be used to 
access one particular device or service. For easy remembrance, 
you can use a password manager or just try long-form 
passwords with a combination of numbers, signs and alphabets. 


For our exercise, let's assume that the intruder manages to crack 
your computer's password, which is complicated and one-of-a- 
kind. Then what? Digital access can include various 
components, just like physical access can (keys, alarms, etc.). 
For best practice, initiate a two-factor authentication in addition 
to a strong, one-time password. It takes more than a password to 
access the computer. It's necessary to use the second type of 
verification. Multi-factor authentication can take many forms, 
including biometrics, authenticator tools, text messages to 
other devices, and wholly distinct devices like YubiKeys. 


It really isn't worth worrying about if someone manages to 
bypass the two-factor authentication, compromise my physical 
security, and figure out the password. 

Imagine, for example; you're your notes were kept on paper 


апа kept in а jotter, as shown in the image to the left. Тһе 
security onion’s digital access layer is absent in this situation. 
So, let's compare what it takes to retrieve your notes in 
Obsidian in the case and on paper: 


Location Paper 
Physical 1. House access (key, alarm code, etc.) 2. Entry to the 
office 3. Use of th Digital None 


Accessing your data would be simpler if it were kept on paper in 
your workplace rather than in Obsidian, with the Vault kept 
locally on your computer. 


Data encoding 


Suppose our irate villain decides to simply take my computer 
with them after successfully entering your workplace but fails 
to get beyond the machine’s digital protection to access the 
data on the hard drive, possibly by mounting it on another 
device. The situation is starting to sound ridiculous, but let's 
stick with it. 


You can encrypt your hard drive with FileVault. If you have any, 
it comes inbuilt on MasOS, with a 256-bit key and 128-bit AES 
encryption. Until the appropriate authorization has been 
granted, the data on the disk is encrypted at rest; after that, 
the data is decrypted. In this context, “proper authorization” 
refers to the access called for in paragraph 2 above. There is no 
realistic way to decrypt the data without a password and 
legitimate authentication from a different authenticator. The 
computer would be useless to whoever has it until they erased 
the drive, in which case they would no longer have access to 
the data. 


Together, these three onion layers form the whole. If you can 
initiate all three processes, it is obvious that you can see a 
level of comfort while you focus on creating high-value notes. 
Although there is a chance of a breach, it is so unlikely that 
you don't need to worry. 


Notes syncing and cloud 
security 


Ah, but what if I want to use different devices to access my notes? 


Is there a chance that someone could access my cloud-based 
data? 


Your best option is to synchronize your files and notes. That 
will comfortably give you access to different devices. 


For optimal performance, it will be best to use the Sync service 
offered by Obsidian. You can simply set up a quick, dependable 
sync service and never have to fiddle with it again. 


Obsidian Sync has two encryption models: 


Controlled 
encryption End-to- 


end encryption. 


It will be best to use end-to-end encryption because it gives 
perfect anonymity. For this, data is encrypted before it is 
transported to and from Obsidian’s sync service, even if it is 
already encrypted on your hard drive. On Obsidian servers, it 
is also encrypted. The best part is that you have access to the 


data. The encryption password is unknown to anyone, even the 
developers. However, the con is that you wouldn't be able to 
access the Vault in the Obsidian Sync service 


if you ever forgot your password. 


Even if the data is kept in Obsidian Sync, the three layers of 
my security onion still hold. Physical access to the server 
hosting the data would be required. They would require a 
password to decrypt the server's data and digital access to that 
data. 


How to secure Obsidian оп mobile 
devices 


Mobile devices are the most venerable amongst all the security 
access points, especially for physical security, because it is 
very easy to lose them. You might forget at a spot, or it might 
even be stolen without you knowing. 


But even at that, it is at this point that we can employ the other 
layers. For someone to access your phone data, they generally 
need direct access. 

Additionally, direct access to solid-state storage is useless 
because data on iPhones is encrypted. In addition, your phone 
is secured so that after a specific number of unsuccessful 
attempts to sign in, the phone will wipe its data, rendering it 
worthless to anyone looking for it. If you find the phone missing 
and itis turned on and can contact a cellular network, you can 
also delete the data remotely. 


Extra Safety Tips 


Data protection involves more than just limiting illegal access. 
Additionally, it guarantees that you will have access when you 
need it. Here are some more measures you take to safeguard 
your vital information (including the Obsidian Vault). 


Try VPN 


It is important to always be security conscious; it is not enough 
to assume that no one is watching. So, while on private or public 
WIFI, make sure to use a VPN when you have vital information 
on your phone to ensure data protection. By doing this, you can 
stop worrying about someone spying on your network without 
your knowledge. Thanks to the VPN service, the data is 
protected end- to-end from when it leaves your device. 


Data Archiving 


This involves backing up your details often. Not just on your 
devices but also on the cloud. You will need to continuously 
back up your data on your computers. Timemachine might be a 
nice option to save on an external disk, so you can restore 
quickly in case of any lags or errors. 


Best Practices 


Just as best practices are important for success while using any 
system, it is also important to practice some of the ideas below 
if you really want to get the best out of your “Second Brain”: 


Record Often 


The more the note, the easier it is. So the key to success while 
using an Obsidian is in the volume. We create ideas there don't 
just fly in from the blues. That said, your Obsidian becomes 
more helpful as the quantity and connections of your notes 
grow. So to effectively leverage the power of your second brain, 
recording as often as possible is important. 


Review meticulously 


Check for “unlinked mentions.” You might have accidentally 
mentioned existing notes that you have not yet connected to or 
investigated as your repository of notes grows. However, the 
Obsidian algorithm classifies them as unlinked mentions. You 
can stay on top of this and make sure you don't miss that “Aha 
moment by scheduling a search of “unlinked mentions.” 


n 


Activate the “random note” function by clicking the dice icon on 
the left toolbar. That produces random tones. This pushes you to 
think back on long-forgotten concepts and inspires chance 
discovery. 


Conclusion 


Understanding and leveraging the power of Obsidian is a very 
vital essence of this piece, and quite obviously, it is an amazing 
tool to help create a good connection between ideas as you 
practically implement them. 


Now that you are aware of what Obsidian is, you can see why 
you might want to use it to create your library of related ideas 
as you are more familiar with the user interface now familiar. 
Additionally, you know how to take your first note and establish 
your first few contacts. 


Obsidian is no longer a mystery to you at this point. You now 
have everything needed to rule the world today with your 
public second brain, completely free. All that's left is you 
implement these processes in your daily leaving, and you are 
off to the moon; that all depends on you and how you 
synchronize your routine with the Obsidian App to help 
anytime. 
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